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milestones upon which the history of the
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August 14, 1858, Botkinsville

The original plat contained twelve numbered lots along the south
side of Rail Road Street, which is now known as State Street and
on the east and west side of the railroad tracks . These lots were 4
rods l)y 10 rocls, or 66 ft Ly 165 feet. The plat also included a one
acre Monger lot and a half acre Botkin lot. The list below shows the

owners:

Lot 1 Demas Swim 7 James C. Dill
2 Shepard Shaw 8 Joseph Fight
3 Robert Blalzely 9 An’thony Cregar
4 John Blalzely 10 Richard Lind
5 Daniel Snider 11 R.W. Botkin
6 Richard Lind 12 R.W. Botkin
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« = Our Founder — -

The Vi]lage of Botkins traces its ]oeginnings back to the namesake and
founder of the community, Richard Botkin. Mr. Botkin was born in
Hamilton County, Ohio, on September 25, 1803 and moved to Shelby
County with his family in 1832. He promptly secured a land grant,
and after malaing the necessary improvements, lived and conducted his

farming operation and stock dealing business upon the land until the
time of his death on April 29, 1858.

Richard Botkin was an energetic farmer, townsln'p Justice of the
Peace, land appraiser, stock dealer and father of ten children.
Through determination and business insight, Mr. Botkin was able
to successfully make additional land purc}lases, and before long he
had acquirecl several hundred acres in the immediate vicinity of the
original land grant. He struck a deal with the Dayton and Michigan
Railroad to donate a mile—long right of way through his property in
exchange for a rail station that would best accommodate himself and
his neighl)ors.

A short time before his death, Mr. Botkin stated in his will that a town
be platted out, and in July 1858 Russell Botkin directed the initial
surveying and chartering of “Botkinsville” in honor and memory of
Richard, his father. Formal incorporation followed in August of 1881,

and from that day forward the Vi]lage of Botkins evolved, driven }Jy
the same spirit and sense of purpose that led young Richard to Shel]:)y

COun‘cy forty—nine years carlier.




< Our Story - -

Ohio was established as the Northwest Territory in 1787 and became
a state in 1803. Thomas ]eﬂerson created the square survey concept
that divided Dinsmore Township into 36 square miles of saleable
land. Dinsmore Township indepenclen’tly organizecl in 1832 the
year Richard Botkin purchasecl aland grant beginning our future.

1858 - 1881

In 1858 as gold miners rushed to the Roclzy Mountains and the
Lincoln-Douglas debates drew crowds; Richard’s son, Russell,
plat’ced Botkinsville as specified in Richard’s will.

&

AAIN-SEE-EOTHHIS -0,

New businesses in Botkins are starting to develop (luring this period:
Gray & Ailes’s steam sawmill is built near the Dayton and Michigan
Railroad, the Botkins tile yar(ls is opened l)y Hemmert & Stelzer,
]aco]a W. Zaenglein runs a blacksmith business. Andrew Gutmann
starts a merchandise business and the Botkins Steam Grist Mill. J.
H. Miller and his cousin, under the firm name O£J.H. and P. Miller
start a merchandise business with stock consisting of (1ry goocls,
hats, caps, ]ooots, shoes, and groceries. Philip Shee’cs, Sr. is in the
hotel 1zeeping and saloon business in 1861 (at the present location
of the Botkins Historical Society Buil&ing) and Philip Sheets, Jr.
returns to Botkins in 1879, clealing in general merchandise. He also
purchased the People’s Elevator, dealing in grain & seeds.
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Immaculate Conception builds it first church building in 1867
at a cost of $8,000.

Population in 1875 is 150.

1881 - 1908

In 1881 guns were lolazing at the OK Corral in Tombstone, Arizona,
and Barnum and Bailey opened their circus. Botkinsville is growing,
adding three additions to the twelve original lots, rnalzing forl:y lots
in total. “Botkinsville” is incorporated as Botkins on August 22,
1881. The first mayor was P.W. Speker, with an elected council
made up of Dr. G.M. Tate, Dr. P.K. Clinehens, Alexander Botkin
and J.B. Hemmert.

An  engine house for the fire
clepartmen’c is built in 1886 using
90,000 bricks, total cost for

material is $491.45(). Botkins has [
a “calaboose” which was moved
and placecl on a slab at the rear
of the new engine house. The fire |
clepartment purchases a hook and
ladder truck in 1895 for $350.
Further improvements are made
to the Viﬂage when open ditches
and seven Lridges, made of stone,

are eliminated in 1896 })y the

installation of drain tile.

St. Paul Lutheran Church formauy organizes in 1896 after
purchasing a small frame church louilcling at the corner of Main
and South Streets in 1895. A new school building is constructed
in 1897 at a cost of $45,000.

Banleing services are offered in the viuage when Phil Sheets, Sr.

©

opens the Shelby County Bank in 1897.
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The Viuage poncl is purchasecl in 1898, and more fire cisterns are
added to the Viﬂage for the purpose of provicling additional water
for the fire fighters to use. Town council made these decisions
after the complete loss of the Botkins Stave Company ]oy fire
that year. The town poncl was primarily for fire protection, but
1ong time citizens recall that the town poncl was where most
kids learned to swim and fish in the summer and ice skate in
the winter. Before re£rige1‘a’cors, ice was cut from the poncl and

stored for iceboxes.

]ohn B. Stolle opens his butcher shop on Railroad Street (present
clay State Street) in 1888 and W. C. Zaenglein establishes his ch'y
goocls and depar‘cmen’c store in 1890. Qil and gas explora’cion in
the area loegins in 1898 as the Botkins Oil and Gas Company plans
to erect a derrick near Loramie Creek. The oil and gas company,

never fuﬂy clevelops, and sells their tools to S. Munger for $525.
Mr. Munger also intended to drill wells near the community.

Farming is an important business around the community. In 1899
the Botkins Creamery is paying 80 cents per pouncl for sweet milk,
equal to 20 cents per pound for butter and the farmers are pleasecl
with their corn procluc’cion in 1900 as they report that corn will
average 50 bushels to the acre at 30 cents a bushel.

The community has its own newspaper as The Botkins Herald

starts pul)lishing in 1901, and streets are Lecoming more
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important in Botkins, 1eading to the creation of the office of Street
Commissioner. A new form of transportation will soon be available
to the citizens of Botkins when gracling starts for the Western
Ohio Railway (Electric Trolley Line) in 1901. The Western Ohio
Railway, also called the In’cerurl)an, ran from Dayton to Toledo. Its
tracks went through Botkins on Main Street with a “turn around”
located east of the present clay Botkins Lumber Company.

The Ohio General Assembly determines in 1902 that the
townsllip schools should be ]orought together as a special school
district under the name of Botkins Public Schools. Botkins
students attend school at Township No. 2 school house located
at Railroad (State) and Sycamore Streets.

The population is 420 in 1902.

The Botkins Telephone Company incorporates !
in 1904 with stock of $20,000, and the
Botkins Hardware Company is started by John
Koenig. This is the same year that Taylor and E’
Marx build a new elevator that later is the site of ;

Botkins Grain and Feed Company, and then “;

named Provico, one of the 1argest employers ,:'
in Botkins for many years.

Bernard A. Steinke opens his blacksmith shop in 1905, which
clevelops into the Steinke Marathon station many years later.

O




©

Other businesses and industries during this period: J.B. Greve
& P. Hunt, lumber and agricultural equipment business; Sheets
Grain Company; Christian Schurr, undertaker and furniture
dealer, who later passed the business to his son, J.H.M. Schurr;
W. H. Brideweiser, dealer in harness; Thomas Kennedy
Implement Company, harclware, stoves, wire fencing, fence posts,

implements, cement, lime, plaster, etc.

1908 - 1933

The first Mother’s Day is observed and Henry Ford introduces the

Model T Ford. During this same era, P

this is what is happening in Botkins: el o i
Businesses continue to flourish o T 5 T
cluring this periocl when the Botkins ;_-_"!.E."_.}‘_fj;’_-’__'_ AT ;J
Product Company is organizecl in . |

1911 to clistril)ute parchecl corn on ff f:”" .

the cob called “Kob Korn Krisp.” e -.Jf""f',

=

The Botkins Lumber Company is |
formed in 1921 with capitalization of EF :
$15,000. Botkins Grain & Feed starts _ |

manufacturing “Kitchen Queen” and v s comt oot s e

ne Mth., 1917, For failure to pay within this tme

“Sunshine” flour brands in 1926. H. et
W. Weigert & Company is in businessin 1911, offering clothing,

clry goods, shoes, groceries and general merchanclise. As early as

1913, Wm. Opperman operates a hvery stable.

©




The community  sees continued

improvements when a hgh’c and power ‘,k” N e Lo iy

plant is installed l)y the Western Ohio . = rf:aa:::; ;e:;zm B h

Railroad Company in 1912. The plant e T
will furnish electricity for lights in homes &7 J.'g{;j»-- 'hfhw U
and also power for various factories and 7 ;:*’f ¢ J’F}
industries. Streets are being improved > i: b7 Jo
during this period by a 1911 purchase =~ ﬁ?"*““ﬁ; ﬁ;‘ifj ;;'Z
of gravel from John Limbert’s gravel pit . ? "{:: f
at $1.90 per yard and a half, delivered =~ f?’f,,‘;: ‘ N

on the street, and the “Dixie Highwa.y’7 ﬁ j":: ) |
(Main S’tree’c) is paved through Botkins 5 5:"?’ Mesiehed, _:f; :
in 1922. Cement sidewalks were first laid | - e

in the vﬂlage in 1914. The Fire Department purchases a new ﬁre
engine in 1910 ata cost of $1,597 and adds another vehicle in 1929.

The 1929 model is still owned }Jy the department today and is used
frequently in paracles.

There is a considerable amount of unrest among the citizens when,
in 1925, the telephone subscril)ers o£ the Botlzins Home Telephone
Company are angry over rate increases, and have all their telephones
removed except for six. The New Bremen men who own the plant sell
it to several Botkins men, who in turn sell to the Si(lney Telephone
Company. Service was returned with the agreement that Jcelephone
services to Siclney is free as part of the agreement.

Two rooms are added to the Botkins School in 1909 to
accommodate a growing popula’cion. The cost of the addition is
$3,911. A second grade charter (3 year high school) is grantecl
to the school in 1910 and a second addition to the school is
approvecl l)y the voters at a cost of $35,000.

Religion continues to be important to, and is supported I)y the
community, when the new Lutheran Church on Railroad Street
(State Street) is built in 1915, at a cost of $15,247.24 along
with a considerable amount of donated labor l)y the congregation.
This church l)uilcling replaces the original Lutheran church that
was located at the southwest corner of what is now Main and

South Streets. The Methodists build a new church in 1920 ;)

©
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on the corner of Sycamore and Railroad (now State) Streets

replacing the church that previously was located at what is now
109 Mill Street. The Immaculate Conception church builds a

new school building in 1921 adjacent to their church and the
school’s playgroun(l is on the lot where the Methodists had their
church l)uilcling from 1860 until 1881.

Population is 700 and growing.

1933 - 1958

The game of Monopoly is invented, and the first major 1eague
all-star game is playecl at Comislzey Park as part of the Chicago
World’s Fair. This is what is happening in Botkins:

1935 — Warren E. Botkin starts a clairy business, (lelivering milk
around town.

Research does not reveal much information about Botkins
businesses and industries cluring the 1930, prol)aljly because of
the clepression and the difficult times for the citizens. However,
cluring the 1930’s and 40’s there were free movies and square
dances cluring the summer in Botkins. Barlier citizens remember
that the stores would be crowded on Sa’curclay nigh’cs.

Business startups flourish during the 1940’s after the end of World
War II. Examples of these during the 1940s are: 1946 - L.C.
Opperman of Kenton purchases the Schurr furniture store; 1947

O
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- A frozen food locker plant is built loy Lloyd Gerber. The plant
has 500 1ocleers; 1948 - A new night club opens ]jy the name of
Platfoot Café. Owner ancl manager is Stanley Pla’cfoot; 1949 -

Hemmert's service station opens. Owners are Clarence Hemmert

and sons Paul T. and Richard.

The business environment continues to be good through the 1950’s as
reflected l)y:

1950 - Ernest Gerber and sons open Gerber Implemen’c se]]jng Allis
Chalmers farm equipment; 1951 - Emerson Enge]haup’t is the new
owner and operator of the former Monger Tavern which is now known as

Omy’s Bar; Platfoot Café s solcl

to Virgil Becher; Kennecly Oﬂ Bm'”’ au.o/yﬂc,,?.a_uﬁy

’\lr_}‘-—‘bu-'é(d. J-&H-d-;

Company owned by Don and } Batfouuss
Rol)ert Kermedyopensunderthe T JH, M. SCHURR *

Furniture and Wall Paper
management of Walter Maurer | Fhine 219

which later becomes Maurer Qil - 1,3 : M-'-—-——
Company and Botkins Electric 1?"&“ Ly £ "

starts in business. 1952 - Tloyd | b ol L =z
{ i a7,
Gerl)er opens a new real estate |/ 1 it 3 AN
i,’lz : e fwol s ol
developmen’c and l)uﬂds a new [ AT ——— 2 2380 %
f MH < LI L i A i Zilga
hall to accommodate Wed(lmgs, b fad e ot sl T p,—-.
T | B P a2 J
reunions, and private parties, | % ;Q‘ AT el 4;5_ =
1953 - Schmppel Construction eSS I SR i =

is founded and The Sheﬂ)y County Bank purchases the Paul Zaenglem
Grocery and General Store l)mlclmg The bank and also the Cl’cy Drug
Store, owned and opera’tecl by Phil Koeh]jnger will move to this ]ouilding ;
1954 - Jim and Betty Kinninger open the Tastee-Freez, Lo’tridge
Rubber Company is formed, ]alze Paul louys Omy’s Bar from Emerson
Engeﬂlaup’c and names it Jalze’s Bar. 1956 - The Kennedy Potato C}np
Company of Wapaleone’ca is purchasecl Ly Gerber Food Center, and
will manufacture Kennedy Potato Chips in Botkins and Ed Counts
opens Counts Barber Shop ; 1957 - Botkins Grain and Feed Company
purchases the Provico Feeds Division of Ken’cuclzy Chemicals and will
add 27 persons, ]oringing the total employrnen’c in Botkins to 62.

The official population of Botkins is 608 according to the 1950

census.

e A
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department is added to Botkins schools, Herschel Wical is the
instructor; and in 1955 Botkins voters approve a $340,000 bond
issue to build a new school building which opened Sep 4, 1957.

1958- 1983

1958 is a memorable year nationally, as first class postage rises to
four cents, after having been three cents for twenty six years. Elvis
Presley joins the army and “Purple People Eater” becomes America’s
number one song. Botkins continues to be a }Jusy community as:

Telephone service is modernized in 1958 and dialing service begins
for the 500 Botkins telephone s - :

subscribers. 1970 sees the |
Botkins residents being charged [§
rates on metered water for the
first time and in 1973 the
population is 1,138 compared
to 1,054 in the 1970 census

In1972a VIHage landmark is lost When the Sheets eleva’cor located
south of State Street on the west side of 254, is torn down and
will not be replace(l The elevator was built in the 1890’s and is
currently owned lay the Botkins Grain & Feed Company.

Several businesses are listed as Lemg created durmg this penod
1958 - Botkins Fertilizer Co. Inc. is started by a group of Botkins

and Sldney men, and in 1975 ohn R. Frlsche, DDS opens his
dental office on the lot where Jake’s bar prewously stood.

Continuing communit grow‘ch and approval Ly the voters allows
the school system to a(f(rl five classrooms and a music room to the

existing school facillty in 1964.

The Botkins Fire Department improves its equipment Ly

urchasmg a new $28 000 flre truclz in 1968 Other Vehlcles on
Eand area 1961 tanker and a 1928 pumper.

©)

School activities during this period: in 1951 a vocational agn'cultural\ I
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Steve Maurer, former Mayor of Botkins , is elected senator for the

12t District of Ohio in 1980.

Immaculate Conception Church louilcls anew churchin 1 961 replacing
the previous buﬂ(ling built in
1867. iny Believe Ministries
Christian Center is organized in
1982 1)y Pastors Peterand Phyﬂis
Doseck. Ini’cially located on State
Street the church moved to Lynn
Street and eventuaﬂy built a new
church at their present location
on Botkins Road.

Kids and adults enjoy a new @

{Le Vi]lage |
in 1970 when the swimming
pool, located on the site of the
old high school, is openecl.

recreational facility in t

1983 — 2008

Nolan Ryan becomes the strike out 12ing with 3,500 strike outs
and IBM releases their PC DOS Version 2.1. Botkins continues

to be active:

Botkins voters again approve an addition to the local school, which
is completed in 1985. This addition includes a new elementary
wing, which eliminates the need for the school to use the Catholic
School “Ward Builcling". Completion in 1991 of another addition
includes a new gymnasium, locker rooms, training room and
classrooms. The last addition was completed in 1996 and included a
new kitchen area, expanded cafeteria, and new vocational agriculture

shop, industrial technology shop, science lab and classrooms.

During this era, the entrepreneurial spirit of the citizens of Botkins
continues. A hsting of the existing businesses in Botkins, not
mentioned elsewhere in this his’cory, is impressive. The £oﬂowing

©
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includes a few that were started prior to 1983, but the majority
are enterprises that are start up businesses, or purchases of existing
businesses that occurred cluring the past twenty five year periocl. In
no particular order those are: Cynthias’s Beauty Shop, Botkins
Paint Company, Harrod Memorials, Tri-County Veterinary
Service Inc, Fertilizer Dealers Supply Inc, The Hairitage House,
The Inn Between, Greve Electrical and Plum})ing LLC, Meyer
Tavern, Jenny’s Designs Flowers & Gifts, Ed Brown Insurance
Agency, Schneider Tool Sales, Kennedy's Garage Inc, Provico
Farm & Show Supply LLC, T & K Laser Works Inc, Subway
of Botkins, Finishing Touches Flowers & More, Botkins Party
Mart, Bubba’s Pizza LLC, Pro-Health Fee(ls, HT Concep’cs Inc,
Argania Fruit US Inc, Advanced Agri-Solutions CoOp, Hubbard,
Cowboys, Beem Construction Inc, Village Salon, US Bank, First
National Bank of New Breman, Larry’s Barber Shop, Progreen
Lanclscaping and Garden Center, Hi—Style Beauty Salon, Botkins
Community Insurance, Greve Drywaﬂ & Painting.

< 100 Years and More - = -
Long Time, Family Business
Operations

[t is appropriate to note that there are two businesses in Botkins
that have been in operation for over 100 years and remain under
the same family ownership.

ABOUT KOENIG EQUIPMENT, INC. & , o &

In 1904, John C. Koenig founded a hardware and farm equipment dealership to serve his friends

and neighbors. Committed to the long-term, he handled only quality products; he offered them st a
fair price; he maintained convenient hours; and he supported his merchandise with application
information, & good parts stock, and responsive repair and maintenance. He always greeted
his customers as friends and made sure transactions were of mutual advantage.

Botkins Hardware Company was started in 1904 Ly ]ohn C. Koenig
and is now known as Koenig’s Equipment, Inc. Botkins Hardware
originaﬂy was in a Luﬂding located on Main Street l)y the Sheet'’s
Elevator, between what is now Bubba’s Pizza and Kennedy’s Garage.
The merchandise of Botkins Hardware included harclware, stoves,

©
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' roofing, fence, pumps, ljuggies and
implemen’cs. Koenig’s Equipment, Inc.
| is a dealer in agricultural equipment and
has locations at 306 N. Main Street and
16240 CR 25A. John Koenig's sons
]ol’m, Bill and Emerson continued the business and it is rnanagecl
toclay Ly the third generation of the Koenig £ami1y.

Steinlze’s Inc. startecl in 1905 Ly Bernard
A.Steinke who was a blacksmith by trade. His
business was in the Luilcling on Main Street
(now State Street) which was the former
Steinke Insurance Agency. “B.A.’s" son Clem
purchased the business after his father’s death
and added a car repair business, clropping the
blacksmith business. In the 1940’s Clem’s son
Bob Lough’c the repair business and moved the ¥
garage to the corner of South and Main Street where the new Vluage
parle is now located. He later purchasecl the land at the corner of State
and Main Street and constructed a new Luilcling where the business is
currently operating. Bob's sons Ron and Dave purc}lasecl the business
in 1978, and Ron Lought out his l)rother Dave in 1991 , l)ecoming
the sole owner. Steinke’s Marathon is now under the ownerslu'p and
management of Steve and Ancly Steinlze, the fifth generation.

< = Fraternal and Civic Organizations = >

During the late 1800s and early 1900s there were several
fraternal orders with lodges in Botkins. Botkins Lodge No. 903,
I.0.0.F., The Rebecca Lodge, [.LO.O.F,, held their meetings
in the Odd Fellows hall. Summit Camp No. 131, Woodmen of
the Worlcl; The Knights of St. John, a Catholic orcler, also had
their own halls. The Catholic Knights of America, a Catholic
insurance order, flourished under the auspices of the Catholic

Church and the members met at the Knigh’cs of St. ]ohn hall

which was located west of the present (lay swimming pool.

©
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/A brief history of two clubs formed l)y the men and women of the
community was obtained from the minutes of those organizations
and is told as follows:

Women’s Community Club ofBotkins

The women of Botkins and the surrouncling area Le]ongecl to a very
active organization that started over 70 years ago. Records show that
the Women's Community Club of Botkins was organized in 1937 with
a starting mem]:)ership of 45 women. Tlley were eager supporters of the
community and our country. Their records show that ‘chey raised money
to sponsor the first Boys Scout Troop in Botkins at a cost of $10.00
in 1939, and continued to support the troop for many years. Tlley
purchasecl and donated the first traffic hgh‘c in Botkins for $120.00,
Lought five coats for the school patrol at a cost of $4.00 each, donated
hgh’cs at the town poncl for the skaters and many more civic activities.
While those prices seem very reasonable toclay, remember that the
country was recen’cly recovering from the great clepression and money
was still very scarce cluring this periocl of time. They also supportecl
the troops Ly malzing a “beautiful service ﬂag”. The ﬂag was described
as ]oeing made of satin with a red bordered white field and blue stars
arraignecl in two 1arge Vs. Bach blue star represen‘cecl a person from the
area that was serving our country cluring World War I1. Unfortuna‘cely,
their records show that at least five golcl stars were added to the ﬂag to
represent area soldiers killed or missing in action. The ﬂag was dedicated
cluring a formal presentation and all mothers of the area who had sons
represen’ced on the ﬂag were invited to the presentation. The club also
knitted and sewed for the Red Cross and made donations to the USO.
A memorial clay program was prepared for the community loy the women
in 1944 and 133 individuals were recogm'zecl as either still serving or
honora]gly dischargecl. Tl'ley also made a pampl'xlet hsting the addresses
of all service men and women, in turn sencling those to the service people

to let them know “where their pals were” .

The Women's Community Club disbanded in 1974. During their

existence they were very supportive of the Botkins community and a

very patriotic group.

©
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Botkins Business Men’s Club
A/so Known as tlle
Botkins Commercial Club

y ' Loolzing through the minutes of this club,
it appears that the men’s club was the social
provider for the community. During the
years of 1938 through 1941 this club was responsible for providing
“pic’cure shows", camivals, children’s Christmas parties, and various
other social events. The picture shows were held on the school grouncls
and eviclently enjoyed Ly a 1arge number of attendees. Committees
were appointe(l toact as “police" for the shows and to prevent parlzing
on the school grouncls. The town council also decreed that the traffic
hght at the Dixie Highway and Railroad Street (now Main and State
Streets) operate until 11 P.M. on the nigh‘c of the picture shows.
Bleachers were set up for the shows, and anyone over 8 years old was
charged the nominal sum of 5 cents each to see the shows.

A carnival held in October 1938 lasted for three full (]ays, Thursday,
Friday and Saturclay. A dare devil act, “The Great Engine" , was
contracted for the sum of $100 to perform at 2:30 in the afternoon
and 10:00 in the evening. Three other individual entertainers were
contracted to perform, at the lesser sum of $8 each. A “puﬂing contest”
for amateurs was held Thursclay afternoon and a colt and pet paracle
on Sa’curclay afternoon. Cash prizes were awarded for each of these
events. The men decided to 12eep for their own proﬁ’t, the concessions
of ]Jingo, chuck luck, pad(ﬂe wheels, beer, lunch, and ice cream. Other
concessions were contracted out. The men must have realized that
they could not e{'fectively handle all the concessions t}lemselves, so

they asked the Women'’s Club to “take care of the l)ingo and lunch
stand for the benefit of the Men’s Club”.

The men must have enj oyed the club as entertainment committees
were appointed for each monthly meeting to provide beer and
food. Tl’ley were also very strict on seeing that members attended
the meetings, because a member not a’ctencling was chargecl 50
cents for each meeting that he missed.

©

18

O



KIWANIS

The Botkins Kiwanis Club held meetings for many years, and
evolved into the present Town and Country Service Club.

Botkins Area Community Club
The Botkins Area Community Club began on January 17, 1963.

This club was formed as a non—proﬁt organization for the purposes of
u1‘endering constructive civic services for the promotion of the welfare
of the community and the citizens of the Vi]lage of Botkins and its
surroun(ling area...” and “to inculcate civic consciousness by means of
active participation in the constructive projects which will improve the
community, state and nation”. W.Q. Loy, Norman Elsass, Emerson
Koenig and Frank Thaman were the signers for the incorporation
and the first officers and trustees were: Robert Sherman, Presiclent,
Warren Loy, Vice Presiclent, Robert Henschen, Secretary & Treasurer
with Frederick Gehrlich Paul Wilt, Charles Freeman, Emory Koenig,
Robert Raberding and Robert Steinke serving as trustees.

Many of the members were originaﬂy part ofa group of civic leaders who
financed and constructed a doctor’s office at 105 Roth Street. The

office Luilcling was even’cuaﬂy sold in 1970 when the last doctor moved
from Botkins and a replacement doctor could not be obtained.

One of the Botkins Area Community Club’s first fund raising projects
was a community festival held in 1965 and became known as the
Botkins Carousel. The name “Carousel” was chosen ]:)y holding a
contest among Botkins High School students to decide upon a name
for the event. The Immaculate Conception Church sponsored a
Harvest Festival for many years prior, and ended that event a year or
two before the start of the Carousel. A desire to continuea community
festival led to the formation of the Botkins Carousel, which continues
as a well attended event to the present day. The proceeds are used to

support various recreation and charitable needs in the community.

The club has also sponsorecl social events within the community with
an annual Sweetheart’s Ball and later a Harvest Ball from 1972 to

©
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1993. A golf outing known as the Botkins Open was sponsorecl
from 1987 to 1996.

For a number of years, the club and the community discussed the
creation of a pu]:)hc parle in the Viﬂage. The club purchasecl 10
acres and the school purchased 25 adjacent acres in 1985 for the
purpose of esta]olishing a community parle. After a number of years
of planning and fund raising, the land was donated to the Vi]lage
and development Legan. Through the contributions of many, both
financially and physically, the park came into being, and in 2004 the
club purchased an additional 12 acres to complement the growing
facility. The parlz is now a 47 acre recreational £acﬂity.

Through the years the club has consis’cently supported efforts to
enhance the welfare of the community. From 1981 to 2007 the
clu}) has contributecl over $390,000 in assets ancl monies to loenefi’c
the school, fire clepartment, swimming pool, hbrary, and other
activities within the community.

._‘*‘! ey
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THE BOTKINS HERALD
FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 1913

BASEBALL

As the season aclvances, the accruing need of a good baseball
team for Botkins becomes more evident. The great American game
has a number of ardent exponents here who are wiﬂing to aid in the
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movement and Mgr. Cole has notified those on the 1ine-up who have
signed for the coming year to report for the first practice game next
Sunclay afternoon.

Other near l)y towns are coming to the front with good teams and
not since the establishment of the great national game, in the year
1845, has as much interest been displayed for the fans generally as is
]Jeing done here this year.

This insures success. The people want a good ball team and
the talent has been secured. The game is not only exhilara’ting but
instructive. [t requires a good quiclz eye, good catching, throwing and
running powers, combines with and immediate perception of what to
do at the righ’c time in the field.

Botkins’ reputation in the baseball world stands as a magnet that
attracts the eye of other towns when they desire to test metal with a
fast bunch and no effort has been spared to make the team this year
better and stronger than ever.

Botkins will open the season at Siclney, Sun(lay a{'ternoon, April
20%. On Sunday April 27 the Reds will open the season at Troy.
May 4t is the date of the opening game here, Si(lney versus Botkins.

(Aa[vertisements Apri/ 11, 1913)

SPECIAL AGENCY FOR THE FAMOUS ‘STAR
BRAND” SHOES

The 1argest selling Brand of shoes in the World

H.W. WEIGERT & CO. BOTKINS, O.

FREAKS, FADS AND FANCIES have no place in our stock
as we cater exclusively to sensible women who want to dress well
and look well at minimum of expense. You can do no better
than at our store.

BLAKELEY & LOOKER MILLINERY
THE BOTKINS HERALD
October 11, 1918

BUSINESS DIRECTORY - WHERE TO TRADE

J.H.M. SCHURR

Old hiclzory porch chairs and porch swings, just the thing
for out door use. Rain or sun will not injure them. Old rustic
styles. “Ask him who has one”
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SHEETS & BUSH
We carry the best line of cigars and tobacco in town. Call at

our place when in need of tobacco. Sheets & Bush Caf¢

SHEETS GRAIN COMPANY
We pay the highes’t market price for Wheat, corn, oats, rye,
barley and seeds. A share of your patronage solicited.

THE HOME BAKERY

For the best l)read, cakes and pies, go to the Home Balzery.

A share of your patronage is solicited.

KENNEDY IMPLEMENT CO.

We deal in farm tractors, implements, llarclware, fencing ,
automobﬂes, stoves and Luggies. Call on us when in need of the
above articles.

THE BOTKINS GRAIN COMPANY
Buyers and shippers of grain, feed, fence posts, salt, Luﬂcling
tile. Home of the Kitchen Queen Flour. Use another sack.

B.A. STEINKE

Let us prove loy our new methods that we can sharpen disc
harrows, plow shares, etc., perfectly. We have installed new

machinery for this line of work.

MARX & NUSS

A full line of cement tile. Prices right. Sand and gravel sold
either loy car load lots or smaller quantity. Call at plan’c and inspect
our tile.

E.G. TATE, AGENT

Fire Insurance Hail Insurance
Tornado Insurance Automol)ile Insurance

Winds’corm Insurance

W. H. BRIDEWESER
Horse goocls of all 1zin(1s, also shoe repairing.

@
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F.G. GUTMAN

Dealer in General Merchandise. Highest market paid for
field seeds.

THE SHELBY COUNTY BANK
We shall be pleasecl to do your })anlzing business. We pay 4
per cent on cleposits. Capital $25,000, Surplus $25,000

“An Interview with Esta Opperman”

105 Roth Street

The site of the present clay Community Insurance Group at 105
Roth Street has been the location of a variety of activities. As we are
told, the site was first used as a carbide fac’tory that was a two story
l)uﬂcling and contained 1arge tanks to mix the carbide (see related story
£0Howing). F‘o]lowing the carbide factory, Dr. Schroer built a barn to
use in his profession as a veterinarian and was sold to Dr. Lingerich, also
a veterinarian. The barn was Lough’c Ly Wm. Opperman in 1917 and
moved west of town. Later, Dr. Raymond Paul had a medical practice
in the present Luﬂding and then Elsass Insurance Lought the ]ouilding

for its insurance l)ull(lmg

Street Ligllts

In 1911, as related by Esta Opperman, the street lights in Botkins
were individuaﬂy lit Ly a “light man” at 5:00 PM in the winter and
at 4:00AM he would turn the lights off. The hgh’cs were located at:
Schaub’s Grocery, Veterinary Supply, Catholic Church, Corner of
Main and State Street, and several others. The 1amps were fueled
Ly carbide gas. Carbide was Lough’c Ly the sack, mixed with water in
the ]arge tanks in the carbide factory, and it would form gas. The
gas was fed through V5 inch pipes all over Botkins to each hgh‘c. The

hgh’c man was Chris Bonnoront who was on the town payroﬂ.

Vi//age Water Tank
There wasa pump and water tank located in front of the (lrug store ]oy the
railroad proviclecl l)y the Viﬂage. People from all over town would bring

their cows and horses and water them, then take them back home.
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Our Future

The Botkins community members proved early in our his’cory
that this is a Village of energetic and forward 1oolzing individuals.
Industry, medical and dental pro£essionals, insurance agencies,
furniture stores, groceries, general merchanclise, misc. retail
estal)lishmen’cs, contractors, barber and ]aeauty shops, sawmius,
lumber yard, repair businesses for truclzs, automobiles and farm
equipment, churches, schools, and many more too numerous
to mention, have been a part of our his’tory. Many of these
businesses and professions continue to this day even though the
citizens of smaller communities ’today are 1ooleing to the 1arger

cities for their personal shopping and employment needs.

We are 1oolzing forward to Jtl’le ﬁlr’ther development o£ Botlzins
during the next 150 years and are confident that our citizens
a century and a half from now Wiﬂ be as proud o£ the Botlzins

community as we are Jcoclay.

24




©

NINETEEN TWENTY-SIX ANNUAL

LOOK PLEASANT PLEASE
PHOTOGRAPHS

All photographs in this annual were made by

TAYLOR’S STUDIO
NEW BREMEN, OHIO
We go anywhere at anytime, to photograph anything
Give Us A Trial.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Mew Bremen, Ohio Phone 85

Give Us A Trial.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Mew Bremen, Ohio Phone 85

C. J. MANN
GARAGE

All Kinds of Repairs Oile and Tires
Sillard Storage Batteries All Work Guaranteed

THE BOTKINS LUMBER COMPANY

.UMBER AND BUILDING MATERIALS Also Paints, Oils and Glass

JACOB GEHRLICK,
*hone 26 Manager.

BOTKINS HIGH 8CHOOL, BOTKINS, 0HIO

Tstablished in 1894 Phone No. 25

C. W. Brideweser

Manufacturer and Dealer in HARNESS
COLLARS, WHIPS, ROBES, BLANKETS, MOTOR OILS, ETC.
Shoe Repairing In Connection
BOTKINS, OHIO

YOURS FOR SERVICE

HARDWARE, PAINTS, OILS,
SILVERWARE, JEWELRY, TINWARE
STOVES, STEEL POSTS AND FENCE
I. H. C. IMPLEMENTS,
JOHN DEERE IMPLEMENTS

Botkins Hardware Co.

JOHN C. KOENIG, Prop.
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Steinke’s Garage

OVERLAND SALES AND SERVICE
AUTO TIRES AND ACCESSORIES
Fisk Tires and U. S. L. Batteries.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS
Give Us A Call Satisfaction Guaranteed

The Shelby County Bank

BOTKINS, OHIO

A good bank in a good community

FOR

Gene i-al Merchandise

SEE

A. F. ZAENGLEIN’S

DEPARTMENT STORE and
Save the Difference

Page Forty-fiee

BOTKING HIGH SCHD0L, BOTKING, OHIO

Botkins Filling Station

BOTKINS, OHIO

GASOLINE KEROSENE MOTOR OILS

Grenses and Accessories
YOUR PATRONAGE APPRECIATED
PROMPT SERVICE

A Square Deal to All

Call us for Deliveries

GUTMANN’S

for

GOOD GOODS
Buy Your
GEN. MDSE., SHOES, DRY GOODS, JEWELRY, GROCERIES
at_the Popular Store
F. G. GUTMANN,

Botkins, Ohio.
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Schafer Garagé

ON THE DIXIE
FREE CRANKCASE SERVICE TIRE REPAIR
STORAGE AND WASHING AUTO REPAIRS

E. J. SCHAFER

_—
Page Fr
KINETEEN TWENTY-SIX ANNUAL

Samuel Kies

GENERAL STORE

Dealer in DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, BOOTS AND SHOES.
A Safe Place to Trade and Visit your Friends
Sincerely Solicit Your Patronage.

Highest Cash Prices for Your Cream and Eggs

Try The Drug Store First

Complete Line of School Supplies
“SERVICE” IS OUR MOTTO

CITY DRUG STORE

JULIUS P. GIESER, Prop.

BOTKINSE HIGH SCHOOL, BOTRKINS, OHIO

Botkins Poultry Co.

We buy Live Poultry the year round.

also

Manufacture Granite and Plain Cement Blocks.

Call Phone No. 12M

Call Phone No. 1ZM

INSURANCE

FIRE AUTOMOBILE

City And Farm Full Coverage
Representing

Phoenix Assurance Co., Ltd.
. of LONDON
Established 1762 LAWRENCE J. BEHRNS
Authorized Agent.
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